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Honoured Lions and Guests

This is my fourth trip fo Funabashi City to honour your Lions Club and fo celebrate with you what is now 35

years of twinning.

| became a Lion in 1986 because | believe, as we all do, that we can make the world a better place, and
that we, as Clubs have more power to serve than any of us can do alone. Lions International President Dr.
Yamada (who | met for 30 seconds) is @ man who strongly believes in service to our fellow humans and to
the planet. | like his theme of Dignity. Harmony. Humanity, which | think is a very Japanese way to explain

what Lions are all about.

| bring greetings from my District C-1. It is @ new District and It is almost two times larger than all Japan. It is
1300 kilometres north to south - a drive by car of more than 20 hours, and 750 kilometres east to west — only
10 hours to drive by car.

Yet my District has only 115 Lions Clubs and 2500 Lions members. The challenges are very great. Many of my
Clubs are small, in small towns and villages, and very far apart. But, we do good work, and our spirit as Lions
is strong.

My wife Sharon and | look forward to our International Convention in Fukuoka next year

So let us now celebrate what we have accomplished together. | look forward to a bright future for all of us.
Let the Lions roar!

Thank you!
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Greetings to President Takashi Hayakawa, members of the Funabashi Higashi Lions Club, and
honoured guests.

This is my first visit fo Funabashi City to celebrate your Charter night. Since becoming a Lion in 2000,
| have had the pleasure of meeting a few of your members on their visits. It is an honour for the
South Edmonton Lions to be twinned with your magnificent club since 1980. We plan fo continue
this solid friendship through regular Milestone Charter visits,

| am very grateful for the hospitality that you offered my son Ande when he was here during his
student exchange. Youth exchange is our most important mutual project over the past 35 years
we have sent more than one hundred young people to experience each other's' cultures and
celebratfe both our differences and similarities.

Our most famous project was the Nepal Water Project in Bandipur Village, in 2006. Our joint
contribution changed a water supply that served 5000 people for a few hours per day to a system
that serves 23,000 people all day, every day. After the recent earthquakes in Nepal, South
Edmonton Lions sent US $2000 to Bandipur to repair the damage. | believe that it is our friendship
forged with our twinning that has helped us to exemplify Lionism.

On this trip | am joined by District Governor Hank Hoekstra, his wife and first vice president of the
South Edmonton Lions Club Sharon Hoekstra, Past Presidents Chacko Thomas, Neils Neilsen, Al
Malfair, Warren Fisher and our spouses. We thank you for being our special partners in service and
we are thankful for your gracious hospitality and friendship.
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